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As we all struggle to keep up with upcoming trends, V. has launched 
its own podcast for all its employees to stay updated and educated. 
December brought on Episode 3 of V. Conversations, with the theme 
“Digitalisation”. 
Our Chief Information Officer and Vessel Performance Services 
Team Leader explain how digitalisation is shaping the future of our 
industry, especially around decarbonisation, the real-time data-
driven insights provided by ShipSure, V.’s marine ERP system, and 
the role AI is playing in all of these developments.
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Port Arrival Optimization Could Reduce 
Ship Emissions by Up to 25% 

A recent study by University College London (UCL) and 
UMAS reveals that optimizing ship arrivals at ports 
could cut emissions by as much as 25% annually. The 
research, which analyzed ship movements from 2018 
to 2022, highlights the potential for significant CO2 
reductions through better management of port arrival 
and waiting times. Currently, ships spend 4-6% of their 
operational time, or approximately 15-22 days each 
year, waiting at anchor before being assigned a berth. 

The findings suggest that container and dry cargo 
ships could reduce emissions by 10%, while oil and gas 
tankers could see a 16% reduction, and chemical 
tankers could achieve nearly 25%. With the 
International Maritime Organization (IMO) setting 
ambitious greenhouse gas reduction targets in 2023, 
improving port operations presents a key opportunity 
to help the maritime industry meet these goals and 
lower its carbon emissions.
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African Nations Establish Key Priorities for a 
Sustainable Maritime Future

At the 7th Association of African Maritime Administrators 
(AAMA) Conference in Tanzania, African maritime nations 
outlined key actions for a sustainable future, focusing on 
global trends in technology, innovation, and sustainability. The 
conference, opened by Deputy Prime Minister Hon. Dr. Doto 
Mashaka Biteko, emphasized the importance of collective 
action in advancing Africa's maritime ambitions, with IMO 
Secretary-General Mr. Arsenio Dominguez highlighting 
priorities like decarbonization, maritime safety, and piracy 
prevention.

The resolutions cover critical areas including maritime 
decarbonization, sustainable financing for the sector, and 
strengthening maritime safety and security. Member states 
also committed to improving governance, trade facilitation, 
and promoting gender and diversity in the maritime sector. 
Working groups will be established to advance these goals, 
ensuring alignment with the 2050 Africa Integrated Maritime 
Strategy (AIMS 2050).
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