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Over half global orderbook now alternative fuel capable according to
the latest report from Clarksons.

More than 50% of global tonnage on the orderbook is now
alternative fuel capable, according to Clarksons Research. Ahead of
the opening of SMM in Hamburg this week, the shipbroker's
research arm said the figure is up from 40% when the giant trade fair
was last held in 2022.

It said LNG dual-fuel orders have increased this year relative to
those building for methanol. The broker's numbers stand at 7.1m cgt
for LNG, excluding LNG carriers, and 2.1m cgt for methanol. There
are now 192 ports with LNG bunkering facilities and 82 where it is
being developed, and while LNG itself isn't seen as a long term
sustainable fuel, crucially Biogas is and this can be used on the
same engines and infrastructure as LNG. Clarksons also note that
there are 208 ports with shore power connection, something which
is critical for the energy transition.

Clarksons Research managing director Steve Gordon said:
“Alongside a strong flow of newbuild orders and good retrofit
demand, ‘'managing disruption” and ‘going green’ remaining key
themes today.”

Clarksons have stated that green investments are “crucial’, with
energy-saving technologies now on 34% of world tonnage, but
energy security has “risen up the agenda’ since the last SMM, with

B ccopolitical disruption increasing average distances significantly.

MMMCZCS conduct study on potential of battery powered vessels for deep
sea shipping

The study conducted by the Meersk McKinney-Maller Center for Zero Carbon
Shipping (MMMCZCS) focuses on the technical feasibility of battery-electric
propulsion in deep-sea vessels. It compares battery-electric systems with
internal combustion engines using e-methanol, assessing vessel design,
operational practices, and techno-economic considerations. The study
analyzed three vessel types: 1,100 TEU container ships, 40k DWT Handysize
tankers, and 35k DWT Handysize dry-bulk vessels. Hypothetical voyages
were used to evaluate battery-electric propulsion.

Key technical findings show that pure battery-electric propulsion faces
limitations in energy density and economics, making it less suitable for long-
distance voyages. However, a hybrid power plant approach—combining
battery-electric components with internal combustion engines—proved to be
a more viable solution. This hybrid system improves life-cycle energy
efficiency, reduces installed battery capacity, and limits cargo space loss,
ensuring operational flexibility.

The analysis revealed that battery-powered ships with hybrid systems
reduce renewable energy demand by over 65% compared to methanol-
powered internal combustion engines. Additionally, partial electrification of
smaller vessels could reduce CO2 emissions by up to 17% in relevant vessel
segments. This approach also frees up 1.8 exajoules of renewable energy for
e-fuel production, supporting further decarbonization efforts. Read the full
report via the QR code
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